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Backgrounds of Early Christianity Apr 27 2022
New to this expanded & updated edition are
revisions of Ferguson's original material,
updated bibliographies, & a fresh dicussion of
first century social life, the Dead Sea Scrolls &
much else.
The Cambridge Companion to the Age of Nero
Jan 13 2021 A lively and accessible guide to the
rich literary, philosophical and artistic
achievements of the notorious age of Nero.
Maidens, Magic and Martyrs in Early
Christianity Jul 19 2021 In this work, Jan N.
Bremmer aims to bring together the worlds of
early Christianity and those of ancient history
and classical literature - worlds that still all too
rarely interlock. Contextualising the life and
literature of the early Christians in their GrecoRoman environment, he focusses on four areas.
A first section looks at more general aspects of
early Christianity: the name of the Christians,
their religious and social capital, prophecy and
the place of widows and upper-class women in
the Christian movement. Second, the
chronology and place of composition of the
early apocryphal Acts of the Apostles and
Pseudo-Clementines are newly determined by
paying close attention to their doctrinal
contents, but also, innovatively, to their
onomastics and social vocabulary. The author
also analyses the frequent use of magic in the
Acts and explains the prominence of women by
comparing the Acts to the Greek novel. Third,
an investigation into the theme of the tours of
hell suggests a new chronological order, shows
that the Christian tours were indebted to both
Greek and Jewish models, and illustrates that in
the course of time the genre dropped a large
part of its Jewish heritage. The fourth and final
section concentrates on the most famous and
intriguing report of an ancient martyrdom: the
Passion of Perpetua. It pays special attention to
the motivation and visions of Perpetua, which
are analyzed not by taking recourse to modern
theories such as psychoanalysis, but by looking
to the world in which Perpetua lived, both
Christian and pagan. It is only by seeing the
early Christians in their ancient world that we
might begin to understand them and their
emerging communities. (Publisher's
description).
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Eusebius and Empire Aug 20 2021 Eusebius'
Ecclesiastical History, written in the early
fourth century, continues to serve as our
primary gateway to a crucial three hundred
year period: the rise of early Christianity under
the Roman Empire. In this volume, James
Corke-Webster undertakes the first systematic
study considering the History in the light of its
fourth-century circumstances as well as its
author's personal history, intellectual
commitments, and literary abilities. He argues
that the Ecclesiastical History is not simply an
attempt to record the past history of
Christianity, but a sophisticated mission
statement that uses events and individuals from
that past to mould a new vision of Christianity
tailored to Eusebius' fourth-century context. He
presents elite Graeco-Roman Christians with a
picture of their faith that smooths off its rough
edges and misrepresents its size, extent,
nature, and relationship to Rome. Ultimately,
Eusebius suggests that Christianity was - and
always had been - the Empire's natural heir.
Christianity in Ancient Rome Nov 03 2022 of
the Pope." --Book Jacket.
The Moral World of the First Christians
Mar 27 2022 Describes the social setting of the
early Christians, looks at the Greek and Roman
ethical traditions, and explains the moral
formation of the beginning Christian movement
Christian Theology and Its Institutions in the
Early Roman Empire Jun 25 2019 Tension
between unity and diversity plagues any
attempt to recount the development of earliest
Christianity. Explanations run the gamut--from
asserting the presence of a fully formed and
accepted unity at the beginning of Christianity
to the hypothesis that understands orthodox
unity as a later imposition upon Christianity by
Rome. In Christian Theology and Its Institutions
in the Early Roman Empire, Christoph
Markschies seeks to unravel the complex
problem of unity and diversity by carefully
examining the institutional settings for the
development of Christian theology. Specifically,
Markschies contends that theological diversity
is closely bound up with institutional diversity.
Markschies clears the ground by tracing how
previous studies fail to appreciate the critical
role that diverse Christian institutions played in
creating and establishing the very theological

ideas that later came to define them. He next
examines three distinct forms of institutional
life--the Christian institutions of (higher)
learning, prophecy, and worship--and their
respective contributions to Christianity's
development. Markschies then focuses his
attention on the development of the New
Testament canon, demonstrating how different
institutions developed their own respective
"canons," while challenging views that assign a
decisive role to Athanasius, Marcion, or the
Gnostics. Markschies concludes by arguing that
the complementary model of the "identity" and
"plurality" of early Christianity is better
equipped to address the question of unity and
diversity than Walter Bauer's cultural
Protestant model of "orthodoxy and heresy" or
the Jesuit model of the "inculturation" of
Christianity.
Christianity and Roman Society Sep 08 2020
Publisher Description
Fires of Rome Feb 23 2022 "Fires of Rome" is
the companion work to "Year of the Passover"
and covers the early Christian era from the
crucifixion of Jesus in A.D. 36 to the destruction
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and beyond to the end
of the revolt in A.D. 73. New Testament
accounts of the crucifixion and early Christian
events are examined against secular history
written by accepted ancient Roman historians.
"Fires of Rome" makes the case for a
conspiracy against the Christians by the
Jerusalem Second Temple High Priesthood
which ultimately led to the persecutions in
Rome, outwardly incited by Emperor Nero in
A.D. 64. Earlier, in A.D. 62, the Jewish priests
were responsible for the elimination of the
Jerusalem Christian leadership, including James
the Just, the brother of Jesus. Of necessity,
"Fires of Rome" delves deeply into Roman
history, with chapters on Roman Emperors
Caius (Caligula), Claudius, and Nero, as well as
chapters on the Jewish revolt of A.D. 66-73.
"Fires of Rome" also profiles the powerful
women of the early Christian era, including the
infamous Herodias, Jewish Queen Bernice and
her sister Drusilla, Agrippina the Younger, and
others. Empress Poppea Sabina, the wife of
Nero, is especially interesting, with her eclectic
and semi-secret court of mystics, philosophers,
and religious figures-which included historian
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Flavius Josephus and former Jerusalem Second
Temple High Priest Ismael. Fires of Rome is a
must read for every serious student of Christian
history. Soft revision March 2013.
Constantine and the Christian Empire Oct 29
2019 Drawing on over a quarter of a century of
the author's research and experience, this book
focuses on the man and his life for scholars,
students, and those interested in Roman
imperial, early Christian, and Byzantine
imperial history. It is illustrated with ninety-two
photographs and eight maps.
Christian Teachers in Second-Century
Rome Jul 27 2019 Christian Teachers in
Second-Century Rome situates second-century
Christian teachers such as Marcion, Justin,
Valentinus and others in the social and
intellectual context of the Roman urban
environment, placing their teaching and textual
activity in the midst of physicians, philosophers,
and other religious experts.
The Christians as the Romans Saw Them
Nov 10 2020 This book offers an engrossing
portrayal of the early years of the Christian
movement from the perspective of the Romans.
Christianity Apr 03 2020 The new edition of
this popular textbook by leading theologian,
Alister E. McGrath, will be essential reading for
anyone wanting to understand the dynamics of
the world’s largest religion. Fully revised to
include greater coverage of the Catholic
perspective, contemporary issues, non-Western
Christianity, globalization and women, this is a
truly comprehensive, lively, and jargon-free
introduction to Christianity. Written for
beginners to this subject, and assumes no
knowledge of Christian beliefs or practices.
Includes an introduction to biblical sources and
discussion of the central figure of Jesus.
Features comprehensive discussions of
Christian theology, the history of Christianity
from its origins to the present day, and
Christianity in the modern world. Increases
coverage of contemporary issues, the Catholic
perspective, non-Western Christianity,
globalization and women Contains accessible
and student-friendly features, including
numerous illustrations, suggestions for further
reading, a glossary of Christian terms, and brief
readings from illustrative Christian sources.
Early Christianity Jan 01 2020 Designed as an
undergraduate textbook, and shaped by needs
of both Muslim and Christian students across
Africa, this resource provides a thorough
introduction to the history, theology and
teaching of early Christianity. Professors
Helleman and Gaiya follow Christianity from its
inception in Jerusalem through to the decline of
the Roman Empire in the Mediterranean and
the development of Orthodox churches in the
East and in Africa before the arrival of Islam.
The book provides an overview of critical
historical events, controversies, teaching, and
important individuals and movements providing
foundational understanding of early
developments in Christianity and the general
history of antiquity. Students and lecturers will
also appreciate the attention given to the role
of North African leaders in early Christianity
and the impact of major issues on the North
African church, such as Gnosticism, Donatism
and Arianism. Additional Features: •
Introduction to online tools & resources
•Survey of the study of early Christianity •
Introduction to key historians • Evaluation of
ancient-rome-early-christianity-answers

recent literature & early Christianity
Christianity and the Roman Empire Dec 12
2020 The rise of Christianity during the first
four centuries of the common era was the
pivotal development in Western history and
profoundly influenced the later direction of all
world history. Yet, for all that has been written
on early Christian history, the primary sources
for this history are widely scattered, difficult to
find, and generally unknown to lay persons and
to historians not specially trained in the field. In
Christianity and the Roman Empire Ralph
Novak interweaves these primary sources with
a narrative text and constructs a single
continuous account of these crucial centuries.
The primary sources are selected to emphasize
the manner in which the government and the
people of the Roman Empire perceived
Christians socially and politically; the ways in
which these perceptions influenced the
treatment of Christians within the Roman
Empire; and the manner in which Christians
established their political and religious
dominance of the Roman Empire after
Constantine the Great came to power in the
early fourth century CE. Ralph Martin Novak
holds a Masters Degree in Roman History from
the University of Chicago. For:
Undergraduates; seminarians; general
audiences
From Jesus to Christ Sep 20 2021 "Magisterial.
. . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable
study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary
Supplement In this exciting book, Paula
Fredriksen explains the variety of New
Testament images of Jesus by exploring the
ways that the new Christian communities
interpreted his mission and message in light of
the delay of the Kingdom he had preached. This
edition includes an introduction reviews the
most recent scholarship on Jesus and its
implications for both history and theology.
"Brilliant and lucidly written, full of original and
fascinating insights."—Reginald H. Fuller,
Journal of the American Academy of Religion
"This is a first-rate work of a first-rate
historian."—James D. Tabor, Journal of Religion
"Fredriksen confronts her
documents—principally the writings of the New
Testament—as an archaeologist would an
especially rich complex site. With great care
she distinguishes the literary images from
historical fact. As she does so, she explains the
images of Jesus in terms of the strategies and
purposes of the writers Paul, Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John."—Thomas D’Evelyn, Christian
Science Monitor
Regulating Sex in the Roman Empire Jul 07
2020 A New Testament scholar challenges the
belief that American family values are based on
“Judeo-Christian” norms by drawing
unexpected comparisons between ancient
Christian theories and modern discourses
Challenging the long-held assumption that
American values—be they Christian or
secular—are based on “Judeo-Christian” norms,
this provocative study compares ancient
Christian discourses on marriage and sexuality
with contemporary ones, maintaining that
modern family values owe more to Roman
Imperial beliefs than to the bible. Engaging
with Foucault’s ideas, Wheeler-Reed examines
how conservative organizations and the
Supreme Court have misunderstood Christian
beliefs on marriage and the family. Taking on

modern cultural debates on marriage and
sexuality, with implications for historians,
political thinkers, and jurists, this book
undermines the conservative ideology of the
family, starting from the position that early
Christianity, in its emphasis on celibacy and
denunciation of marriage, was in opposition to
procreation, the ideological norm in the GrecoRoman world.
The Myth of Persecution Mar 15 2021 In The
Myth of Persecution, Candida Moss, a leading
expert on early Christianity, reveals how the
early church exaggerated, invented, and forged
stories of Christian martyrs and how the
dangerous legacy of a martyrdom complex is
employed today to silence dissent and galvanize
a new generation of culture warriors. According
to cherished church tradition and popular
belief, before the Emperor Constantine made
Christianity legal in the fourth century, early
Christians were systematically persecuted by a
brutal Roman Empire intent on their
destruction. As the story goes, vast numbers of
believers were thrown to the lions, tortured, or
burned alive because they refused to renounce
Christ. These saints, Christianity's inspirational
heroes, are still venerated today. Moss,
however, exposes that the "Age of Martyrs" is a
fiction—there was no sustained 300-year-long
effort by the Romans to persecute Christians.
Instead, these stories were pious
exaggerations; highly stylized rewritings of
Jewish, Greek, and Roman noble death
traditions; and even forgeries designed to
marginalize heretics, inspire the faithful, and
fund churches. The traditional story of
persecution is still taught in Sunday school
classes, celebrated in sermons, and employed
by church leaders, politicians, and media
pundits who insist that Christians were—and
always will be—persecuted by a hostile, secular
world. While violence against Christians does
occur in select parts of the world today, the
rhetoric of persecution is both misleading and
rooted in an inaccurate history of the early
church. Moss urges modern Christians to
abandon the conspiratorial assumption that the
world is out to get Christians and, rather,
embrace the consolation, moral instruction, and
spiritual guidance that these martyrdom stories
provide.
The Rise of Christianity Nov 30 2019 This
"fresh, blunt, and highly persuasive account of
how the West was won—for Jesus" (Newsweek)
is now available in paperback. Stark's
provocative report challenges conventional
wisdom and finds that Christianity's astounding
dominance of the Western world arose from its
offer of a better, more secure way of life.
"Compelling reading" (Library Journal) that is
sure to "generate spirited argument"
(Publishers Weekly), this account of
Christianity's remarkable growth within the
Roman Empire is the subject of much fanfare.
"Anyone who has puzzled over Christianity's
rise to dominance...must read it." says Yale
University's Wayne A. Meeks, for The Rise of
Christianity makes a compelling case for
startling conclusions. Combining his expertise
in social science with historical evidence, and
his insight into contemporary religion's appeal,
Stark finds that early Christianity attracted the
privileged rather than the poor, that most early
converts were women or marginalized
Jews—and ultimately "that Christianity was a
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success because it proved those who joined it
with a more appealing, more assuring, happier,
and perhaps longer life" (Andrew M. Greeley,
University of Chicago).
The Genesis of Early Christian Art Aug 08 2020
This study of the beginnings of Christian art
looks at the period when Christianity co-existed
alongside paganism, and identifies
juxtapositions of paganism in Christian art.
Chapters discuss iconography and ritual space,
architecture, and the re-use of monuments and
other artworks.
Destroyer of the Gods Feb 11 2021 "Silly,"
"stupid," "irrational," "simple." "Wicked,"
"hateful," "obstinate," "anti-social."
"Extravagant," "perverse." The Roman world
rendered harsh judgments upon early
Christianity--including branding Christianity
"new." Novelty was no Roman religious virtue.
Nevertheless, as Larry W. Hurtado shows in
Destroyer of the gods, Christianity thrived
despite its new and distinctive features and
opposition to them. Unlike nearly all other
religious groups, Christianity utterly rejected
the traditional gods of the Roman world.
Christianity also offered a new and different
kind of religious identity, one not based on
ethnicity. Christianity was distinctively a
"bookish" religion, with the production,
copying, distribution, and reading of texts as
central to its faith, even preferring a distinctive
book-form, the codex. Christianity insisted that
its adherents behave differently: unlike the
simple ritual observances characteristic of the
pagan religious environment, embracing
Christian faith meant a behavioral
transformation, with particular and novel
ethical demands for men. Unquestionably, to
the Roman world, Christianity was both new
and different, and, to a good many, it
threatened social and religious conventions of
the day. In the rejection of the gods and in the
centrality of texts, early Christianity obviously
reflected commitments inherited from its
Jewish origins. But these particular features
were no longer identified with Jewish ethnicity
and early Christianity quickly became
aggressively trans-ethnic--a novel kind of
religious movement. Its ethical teaching, too,
bore some resemblance to the philosophers of
the day, yet in contrast with these great
teachers and their small circles of dedicated
students, early Christianity laid its hard
demands upon all adherents from the moment
of conversion, producing a novel social project.
Christianity's novelty was no badge of honor.
Called atheists and suspected of political
subversion, Christians earned Roman disdain
and suspicion in equal amounts. Yet, as
Destroyer of the gods demonstrates, in an irony
of history the very features of early Christianity
that rendered it distinctive and objectionable in
Roman eyes have now become so commonplace
in Western culture as to go unnoticed.
Christianity helped destroy one world and
create another.
From Roman to Early Christian Thessalonikē
May 29 2022 This volume brings together
international scholars of religion,
archaeologists, and scholars of art and
architectural history to investigate social,
political, and religious life in Roman and early
Christian Thessalonikē, an important
metropolis in the Hellenistic, Roman, and early
Christian periods and beyond. This volume is
ancient-rome-early-christianity-answers

the first broadly interdisciplinary investigation
of Roman and early Christian Thessalonikē in
English and offers new data and new
interpretations by scholars of ancient religion
and archaeology. The book covers materials
usually treated by a broad range of disciplines:
New Testament and early Christian literature,
art historical materials, urban planning in
antiquity, material culture and daily life, and
archaeological artifacts from the Roman to the
late antique period.
A New History of Early Christianity Jan 25 2022
"Tracing the astonishing transformation that
the early Christian church underwent - from
sporadic niches of Christian communities
surviving in the wake of a horrific crucifixion to
sanctioned alliance with the state - Charles
Freeman shows how freedom of thought was
curtailed by the development of the concept of
faith. The imposition of 'correct belief' and an
institutional framework that enforced
orthodoxy were both consolidating and stifling.
Uncovering the church's relationships with
Judaism, Gnosticism, Greek philosophy and
Greco-Roman society, Freeman offers dramatic
new accounts of Paul, the resurrection, and the
church fathers and emperors."--BOOK JACKET.
Revolutionary Strategies in Early Christianity
May 17 2021 A brilliant tour de force in which
strategy blogger Daniel H. Abbott
(www.tdaxp.com) uses concepts from modern
military strategy to illuminate the history of
early Christianity, Rome, and Islam, as
recounted by the historical protagonists in their
own words. Must reading for anyone who is
interested in the present-day struggle between
Islam and the West, guerilla warfare,
counterinsurgency, 4th- or 5th- generation
warfare, John Boyd, Thomas P. M. Barnett, or
the history of the early Church.
The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to The Romans
Apr 15 2021 Paul was the most influential
figure in the early Christian church. In this
epistle, written to the founders of the church in
Rome, he sets out some of his ideas on the
importance of faith in overcoming mankind's
innate sinfulness and in obtaining redemption.
With an introduction by Ruth Rendell
Magic and Paganism in Early Christianity
Nov 22 2021 Readers: College, university, and
seminary students; New Testament scholars
The Greco-Roman World of the New
Testament Era Aug 27 2019 James S. Jeffers
provides an informative tour of the various
facets of the Roman world--class and status,
family and community, work and leisure,
religion and organization, city and country, law
and government, death and taxes, and the
events of Roman history.
The Darkening Age Sep 01 2022 'A searingly
passionate book' - Bettany Hughes In The
Darkening Age, Catherine Nixey tells the littleknown – and deeply shocking – story of how a
militant religion deliberately tried to extinguish
the teachings of the Classical world, ushering
in unquestioning adherence to the 'one true
faith'. The Roman Empire had been generous in
embracing and absorbing new creeds. But with
the coming of Christianity, everything changed.
This new faith, despite preaching peace, was
violent, ruthless and intolerant. And once it
became the religion of empire, its zealous
adherents set about the destruction of the old
gods. Their altars were upturned, their temples
demolished and their statues hacked to pieces.

Books, including great works of philosophy and
science, were consigned to the pyre. It was an
annihilation. A Book of the Year in the Daily
Telegraph, the Spectator, the Observer, and
BBC History Magazine A New York Times Book
Review Editors' Choice Winner of the Royal
Society of Literature Jerwood Award for
Nonfiction
Memory in Ancient Rome and Early
Christianity Oct 02 2022 What and how do
people remember? Who controls the process of
what we call cultural or social memory? What is
forgotten and why? People's memories are not
the same as history written in retrospect; they
are malleable and an ongoing process of
construction and reconstruction. Ancient Rome
provided much of the cultural framework for
early Christianity, and in both the role of
memory was pervasive. Memory in Ancient
Rome and Early Christianity presents
perspectives from an international and
interdisciplinary range of contributors on the
literature, history, archaeology, and religion of
a major world civilization, based on an informed
engagement with important concepts and
issues in memory studies. Moving beyond terms
such as 'collective', 'social', and 'cultural
memory' as standard tropes, the volume offers
a selective exploration of the wealth of topics
which comprise memory studies, and also
features a contribution from a leading
neuroscientist on the actual workings of the
human memory. It is an importamt resource for
anyone interested in Roman antiquity, the
beginnings of Christianity, and the role of
memory in history.
Pagan Rome and the Early Christians Oct
22 2021 Examines the basis for the accusations
made by pagan Romans against the Christians
and discusses the reactions of the Christians to
these charges
Conflict at Rome Jun 17 2021 Utilizing
archeological evidence and an analysis of two
earlyChristian texts related to the church at
Rome, James S. Jeffers offersa penetrating
glimpse into the economic, social, and
theologicaltensions of early Roman Christianity.
Clement and the Shepherd ofHermas are shown
to represent two decidedly conflicting
conceptions ofChristianity and hierarchy:
Clement represents the social elite and amore
structured approach to church organization,
and Hermas displays atendency toward
sectarianism. Photographs and line drawings
illustratearcheological evidence.
The History of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, Volume 8 May 05 2020 This
work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it.
This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original
work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps
(as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in
the public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
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Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work
is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to
the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge
alive and relevant.
A Companion to the Hellenistic and Roman
Near East Jan 31 2020 Discover a
comprehensive and cross-disciplinary handbook
exploring several sub-regions and key themes
perfect for a new generation of students A
Companion to the Hellenistic and Roman Near
East delivers the first complete handbook in the
area of Hellenistic and Roman Near Eastern
history. The book is divided into sections
dealing with interdisciplinary source material,
each with a great deal of regional variety and
engaging with several key themes. It integrates
discussions of the classical Near East with the
typical undergraduate teaching syllabus in the
Anglo-Saxon world. All contributors in this
edited volume are leading scholars in their
field, with a combination of established
researchers and academics, and emerging
voices. Contributors hail from countries across
several continents, and work in various
disciplines, including Ancient History,
Archaeology, Art History, Epigraphy,
Numismatics, and Oriental Studies. In addition
to furthering the integration of the Levantine
lands in the classical periods into the teaching
canon, the book offers readers: The first
comprehensively structured Companion and
edited handbook on the Hellenistic and Roman
Near East Extensive regional and sub-regional
variety in the cross-disciplinary source material
A way to compensate for the recent destruction
of monuments in the region and the new
generation of researchers’ inability to examine
these historical stages in person An integration
of the study of the Hellenistic and Roman Near
East with traditional undergraduate teaching
syllabi in the Anglo-Saxon world Perfect for
undergraduate history and classics students
studying the Near East, A Companion to the
Hellenistic and Roman Near East will also earn
a place in the libraries of graduate students and
scholars working within Near Eastern studies,
as well as interested members of the public
with a passion for history.
The Rise of Christianity Sep 28 2019 The idea
that Christianity started as a clandestine
movement among the poor is a widely accepted
notion. Yet it is one of many myths that must be
discarded if we are to understand just how a
tiny messianic movement on the edge of the
Roman Empire became the dominant faith of
Western civilization. In a fast-paced, highly
readable book that addresses beliefs as well as
historical facts, Rodney Stark brings a
sociologist's perspective to bear on the puzzle
behind the success of early Christianity. He
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comes equipped not only with the logic and
methods of social science but also with insights
gathered firsthand into why people convert and
how new religious groups recruit members. He
digs deep into the historical evidence on many
issues--such as the social background of
converts, the mission to the Jews, the status of
women in the church, the role of martyrdom--to
provide a vivid and unconventional account of
early Christianity. The author plots the most
plausible curve of Christian growth from the
year 40 to 300. By the time of Constantine,
Christianity had become a considerable force,
with growth patterns very similar to those of
modern-day successful religious movements. An
unusual number of Christian converts, for
example, came from the educated,
cosmopolitan classes. Because it offered a new
perspective on familiar concepts and was not
linked to ethnicity, Christianity had a large
following among persons seeking to assimilate
into the dominant culture, mainly Hellenized
Jews. The oversupply of women in Christian
communities--due partly to the respect and
protection they received--led to intermarriages
with pagans, hence more conversions, and to a
high fertility rate. Stark points out, too, the role
played by selflessness and faith. Amidst the
epidemics, fires, and other disasters that
beleaguered Greco-Roman cities, Christian
communities were a stronghold of mutual aid,
which resulted in a survival rate far greater
than that of the pagans. In the meantime,
voluntary martyrdom, especially a generation
after the death of Christ, reinforced the
commitment of the Christian rank and file.
What Stark ultimately offers is a multifaceted
portrait of early Christianity, one that appeals
to practical reasoning, historical curiosity, and
personal reflection.
Melania Oct 10 2020 Melania the Elder and
her granddaughter Melania the Younger were
major figures in early Christian history, using
their wealth, status, and forceful personalities
to shape the development of nearly every
aspect of the religion we now know as
Christianity. This volume examines their
influence on late antique Christianity and
provides an insightful portrait of their legacies
in the modern world. Departing from the
traditionally patriarchal view, Melania gives a
poignant and sometimes surprising account of
how the rise of Christian institutions in the
Roman Empire shaped our understanding of
women’s roles in the larger world.
Early Christians Adapting to the Roman
Empire Jun 29 2022 "In Early Christians
Adapting to the Roman Empire: Mutual
Recognition Niko Huttunen challenges the
interpretation of early Christian texts as antiimperial documents. He presents examples of
the positive relationship between early
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Christians and the Roman society. With the
concept of "recognition" Huttunen describes a
situation in which the parties can come to
terms with each other without full agreement.
Huttunen provides examples of non-Christian
philosophers recognizing early Christians. He
claims that recognition was a response to
Christians who presented themselves as
philosophers. Huttunen reads Romans 13 as a
part of the ancient tradition of the law of the
stronger. His pioneering study on early
Christian soldiers uncovers the practical
dimension of recognizing the empire"-Religious Rivalries in the Early Roman
Empire and the Rise of Christianity Jun 05
2020 Religious Rivalries in the Early Roman
Empire and the Rise of Christianity discusses
the diverse cultural destinies of early
Christianity, early Judaism, and other ancient
religious groups as a question of social rivalry.
The book is divided into three main sections.
The first section debates the degree to which
the category of rivalry adequately names the
issue(s) that must be addressed when
comparing and contrasting the social “success”
of different religious groups in antiquity. The
second is a critical assessment of the common
modern category of “mission” to describe the
inner dynamic of such a process; it discusses
the early Christian apostle Paul, the early
Jewish historian Josephus, and ancient
Mithraism. The third section of the book is
devoted to “the rise of Christianity,” primarily
in response to the similarly titled work of the
American sociologist of religion Rodney Stark.
While it is not clear that any of these groups
imagined its own success necessarily entailing
the elimination of others, it does seem that
early Christianity had certain habits, both of
speech and practice, which made it particularly
apt to succeed (in) the Roman Empire.
The Pagan Background of Early Christianity
Mar 03 2020 1925 Contents: Preface;
Introductory; Administration, Municipalities,
Guilds; Communications; society and Social
Ethics; Eastern and Western Elements in
Graeco-Roman Civilisation; the Decline of
Rationalism; Union with God and the
Immortality of.
Judaism and Christianity in First-century Rome
Jul 31 2022 Rome, as the center of the firstcentury world, was home to numerous ethnic
groups, among which were both Jews and
Christians. The dealings of the Roman
government with these two groups, and their
dealings with each other, are the focus of this
book.t
Rome in the Bible and the Early Church
Dec 24 2021 Six notable scholars illuminate key
aspects of Rome and its impact on early
Christianity, emphasizing Roman culture,
Roman authority, and the Christian community
in Rome.
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